Sample Collection for Microsatellite Analysis
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In May 2013, the uppermost three leaves of 50 S. polycystum ramets were collected from the 4 MPAs and non-MPAs in Votua and Vatu-o-lailai ( Fig. 1) , maintaining a minimum distance 5 of 3 metres between each sample to reduce the possibility of sampling clones. Samples were 6 collected a minimum of ~40m from the boundaries of the MPA and non-MPA borders to 7 avoid edge effects. To minimize potential differences in physical conditions, collecting sites 8 in the MPA and non-MPA areas were chosen to have comparable depth and distance from 9 shore. Samples were shaken to remove particulates and preserved in molecular grade ethanol, 10 which was replaced after the first 48 hours. 
